
SEARG website 
future communication within the 

group
J. Barrat, T. Scott, A. Barrat

1



Some history …
• From the first meeting in 1992 to the one in 2001 

paper proceedings have been edited and printed
– But they did not always reach laboratory people
– Expensive to print and to distribute

• To facilitate diffusion, between 2001 and 2006 
several versions of a CD with the proceedings 

and a search engine in the last version.
– Much cheaper than printed books and easy to burn 
– BUT it needs a first "physical" contact to start a chain of 

distribution
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Between 2006 and 2009
• Internet allows a rapid exchange of data 

without any physical medium
a website is the tool that must be used.

• A first version was developed in 2006 with 
different pages and a forum
– The use of it was slow because of the size of 

pages,
– The forum was only used by very few testing 

people and, in spite of a theoretically protected 
entry… by a lot of robots to sell viagra, … ! 
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The new version of the website
• In order to have a more easy to use website, 

a new version has been developed in 2010 to 
compensate the drawbacks of the previous 
one:
– Faster display,
– Full access to all previously presented documents
– Have some public sections and some others that 

need registration and password
• This new version has been tested since July 

2010 and you used it for this meeting 
we need your remarks
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Weekly accesses to the website
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What do we need ?
• Rapid contact between members and 

delegates
• Easy to use forms
• Exchange of information within SEARG and 

with people that do not belong to the group

• That is to say, a platform 
– that is known, used and also linked to other 

websites
– that provides data on rabies in the SEARG area
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What could be done
• Use it
• Proceedings

– editing them again
– summaries, slides and full text available for 

download
• Updating the rabies manual
• And …
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SEARG epidemiological bulletin
• Having regularly descriptive data on rabies is 

of utmost importance to rabies control
• The example of Rabies Bulletin Europe could 

be adapted:
– Quarterly publication of descriptive data
– One single delegate per country who groups both 

human and animal cases
– Possibility to publish here information that 

concerns the country within the given quarter
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Distribution of cases:
• at the country level
• at the 1st level of 
administrative division
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